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Legislative Postcard Project
Instructions for Advisors

As Career and Technical Education teachers, we need to do a better job communicating to decision makers the impact that our programs and Career and Technical Student Organizations (CTSOs) have on our students’ education and future.  To help facilitate sharing our story, an individualized postcard for each of the seven CTSOs in Oregon was designed.  The postcards are to be used to communicate with the Oregon Legislature over the coming weeks as budgetary decisions are made in regard to future funding for the Student Leadership Development Center.

Please encourage your students, your students’ parents, alumni, business advisory members, partners and other CTSO supporters to share their personal CTSO testimony with their state senator and state representative and additional key legislators.  Below are a few things to keep in mind and information that should be passed along:
· Share a copy of the followings documents when dispersing these postcards, which are available online: 
What Can I Do to Advocate?
SLDC Talking Points 2009

Legislative Guide for Career and Technical Student Organizations in Oregon (at least pages 10-12)

Legislative Postcard Project Guidelines

· Consider incorporating this project into a lesson on civic consciousness and/or social marketing.

· Encourage each advocate to send a postcard to both their state senator and state representative and the Joint Committee on the Ways and Means Co-Chairs: Senator Margaret Carter and Representative Peter Buckley.
· The three lines on the top left hand corner should be used for the author to write their personal home mailing address.  Legislators usually only want to hear from their constituents, but it is important to also communicate with key legislators at this time.
· The “Legislators by CTSOs and Chapters” spreadsheet is based upon school addresses.  Individuals connected to your chapter may have different representation, so encourage them to confirm who their legislators are in Salem by using “Find Your Legislator” online tool: http://www.leg.state.or.us/findlegsltr/.

· The postcards should be addresses as follows:

The Honorable ______________
Oregon State House of Representatives (or Oregon State Senate)

(Office Address)

Salem, OR (Zip Code)

· The salutation on the postcard should read:

Dear Representative (Senator) ______________:

· Encourage students to first write out a draft of their postcard and review their writing for spelling and grammatical errors.

· Ideally the legislators would daily receive a few postcards a day.  Therefore, once students have written their postcards, collect them and then place one or two in the mail at a time.
